
Vocabulary and 
Comprehension Strategies 
Using Summer Reading 
Books 

Spring 2021 Parent Workshop presented by the Demarest Speech Department

Janna Geller, M.S., CCC-SLP

Ellen Ricciutti, M.A., CCC-SLP

Dana Lindbloom , M.S., CCC-SLP



Summer Reading 
For  Early 

Elementary  
School

Building vocabulary & 
comprehension in the 
independent reader



Vocabulary: The building Blocks to Reading

Vocabulary is learned 2 Ways:

1. Indirect Vocabulary Development- ( Most 
Efficient) 

● Talking/Engaging in everyday oral language
● Being Read to
● Reading on their own



2. Reading Aloud

● Exposure to rich vocabulary is an important 
building block to helping children develop strong 
vocabulary

● Students of all ages can learn words from hearing 
texts of various kinds read to them.

● READ ALOUD no matter what age or grade.
● Talk about the new vocabulary and concepts and 

help them relate the words to their prior 
knowledge and experiences. 

Haynes and Ahrens (1988)

●



5 Skills for Literacy Development 

1 Phonemic 
Awareness 

● Understanding that  

the sounds of spoken  

language work 

together to make 

words. 

● Phonological 

awareness is a subset 

of this skill.

2 Phonics

● Linking sound of 
language to visual 
symbols ( sound/symbol 
relationship).

3 Reading Fluency

● “Reading text 
accurately, quickly, and 
with appropriate 
expression

● Allows readers  to 
comprehend the text 
better, because they are 
not worrying about 
decoding

S. Robertson , 2008



Skills for Literacy Development 

4 Vocabulary 

● The more words a 

student 

understands in oral 

language , the 

easier it is to 

comprehend 

written language. 

5 Comprehension

● The entire reason for 
reading.

S. Robertson , 2008



Reading Comprehension Strategies  

1 Before Reading 

● Scan and predict 

● Activate Background 

Information

● Ask Questions

2 During Reading 

● Make connections
● Paraphrase
● Reread
● Visualize
● Ask Questions

3 After Reading

● Main Idea and 
Summarize- )Can you 
retell)

● Text Structure
● Review and Reread 

S. Robertson , 2008



Reading Strategies That are Used in Speech Therapy:

Prompt the child 
to say something 
about the book

Evaluates RepeatsExpandsPrompts

Evaluates child’s 
response

Expands on 
response via 
rephrasing, 
adding 
information t 
it, etc. 

Repeats 
prompt to 
make sure the 
child learned 
from the 
expansion. 



Dynamic Resources

( go to free resources)

BOOK LIST (click for 
link)

Book List for Literacy  Development  

https://dynamic-resources.org/
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0770/1861/files/Family_Book_List_0cfc5175-52f6-4994-a62b-37299290cc02.pdf?6156055142019735895


Suggested Reading List - Preschool

Any books by Eric Carle
The Pete the Cat Series
Llama Lama Series
Picture Books 



The	following	is	a	list	of	books	selected	by	Core	Vocabulary:



Core	Vocabulary	List	Continued:



Suggested Summer Reading Lists:                                    
Kindergarten                                First Grade



Summer Reading in
Elementary School 

Building vocabulary and 
comprehension skills during the 

transition to independent 
reading



Why read to older children?

❏ A child’s listening level does not catch up to her reading level until about 
eighth grade

❏ Reading aloud to your older child might allow them to read higher interest 
books

❏ It’s also a good way to begin to talk with your child about difficult topics

Mattheisen, C. (2015) “The hidden  benefits of reading aloud--even for older kids”



Discussion When Reading ❏ Recall and 
remember facts 
from the text

❏ Summarize for 
your child after 
an event in the 
book or at the 
end of the story

❏ Connect events 
in the stories to 
your life  and 
your child’s life

Armstrong, P. (2010). Bloom’s Taxonomy. Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching



Discussion When Reading ❏ Use context clues to 
define vocabulary 
words. When in doubt, 
look it up and make 
sure to find pictures too

❏ Make predictions about 
what will happen next

❏ Compare the book to 
others you have read

❏ Critique the text and 
discuss what you liked 
and didn’t like



Don’t forget Informational Texts!
❏ Curriculum standards continue to focus on 

students’ use of nonfiction texts
❏ Students with language disorders often 

struggle more with informational text than 
fictional texts

❏ Builds important knowledge and vocabulary 
skills for textbook reading in middle school

Elleman & Compton. Beyond Comprehension Strategy Instruction: What’s Next? Language, 
Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, Vol 48,  2017

Resources
ScoutLife, National 
Geographic Kids, 
Time for Kids, 
Highlights



Experiences

“Studies considering the relative 
importance of prior knowledge and 
reading comprehension ability have 

found that readers with prior 
knowledge outperform readers who 
have better reading comprehension 

skills but little background knowledge in 
the tested topic (Elleman & Compton 

2017.)”



Summer Reading 
in Middle School

Building vocabulary & 
comprehension in the 
independent reader



Did you know?

Students who participated in public library summer reading programs also 
demonstrated higher reading achievement than those who did not participate.

The study suggests that children who participate in a summer reading program 
increase their reading skills, motivation, confidence, and enjoyment of reading.

Roman, S., Carran, D. T. & Fiore, C. D. 2010. The Dominican Study: Public Library Summer Reading Programs Close the Reading Gap. Dominican University 
Graduate School of Library & Information Science, River Forest, IL.

http://www.oregon.gov/osl/LD/youthsvcs/srp.certificates/dominicanstudy.pdf


Read aloud to your child.

As children grow into independent readers, parents tend to 
stop reading out loud to them.  However, according to some 
experts, parents should continue reading out loud to their 
children up to the age of 14 years, even to the children who 
are already fluent readers.

Here’s why...
Varda Meyers Epstein, Parent Education Expert at Kars4Kids 
(2017)



Read aloud to your middle schooler

1
Children understand 
the content better 
when listening 

A child’s reading 

comprehension is not at 

the same level as their 

listening comprehension 

until around the 8th 

grade.

2
Difficult life 
lessons can be 
taught

It is easier to have discussions 
about difficult topics, feelings, 
social issues when reading 
about them in a story.   You 
won’t need to lecture!

3 Reading aloud can 
be fun

“Bedtime stories” are always 
enjoyable, no matter how old 
your child may be.  Not only 
are you helping to develop 
your child’s love for reading, 
but it’s a wonderful way to 
share time together.

Varda Meyers Epstein, Parent Education Expert at Kars4Kids 
(2017)



Read aloud to your middle schooler

4 Reading out loud 
builds vocabulary

Books contain a wealth 
of vocabulary that is 
less likely heard in 
conversation, AND 50% 
more rare words than a 
popular evening 
television show.

5
Great excuse to 
get together with 
your child

Even though your child is 
quickly approaching puberty 
or already there, it’s 
nevertheless comforting for 
kids to spend time with you.

6
Show your child that 
others feel the same 
way as they do

When reading a book 
together, the story may show 
your child that there is a 
world outside their middle 
school bubble, and that other 
children  have similar feelings 
as they do.

Varda Meyers Epstein, Parent Education Expert at Kars4Kids 
(2017)



Tips for Reading Aloud
You can choose the amount of 
time to spend reading out loud.  
Keep time set aside to talk!

If your child gets frustrated with 
cliffhangers & suspense, 
consider reading short stories 
or poems.

Read to your child when 
you’re not feeling rushed or 
stressed.  This should be an 
enjoyable time for both of 
you.

Make sure you choose a 
book that isn’t too 
difficult for you to read 
aloud.

Be sure to pick a book 
you’ll enjoy reading.



What to notice 
when reading

Look for the signposts!



Notice & Note Song Lyrics



Look for “Signposts” 

Signposts tell the reader what is 
important to pay attention to.

Notice & Note Close Reading strategy by Beers and Probst



Resources for Upper Elementary and Middle          
School Students

Book List link:

Read Aloud America: Book List for 
Middle Schoolers

50 Books All Kids Should Read

http://www.readaloudamerica.org/books_G68.htm
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/50-books-all-kids-should-read-before-theyre-12


Don’t dismiss graphic novels

“Graphic novels require readers to 
comprehend text, images, and the spaces 
between.  They have to understand mood, 
tone, symbolism, and theme.” 

created by Kym Francis, using Comic Master http://www.comicmaster.org.uk/



Thank you for 
coming!


